[image: image1.jpg]L R aadl A Note of encouragement and a personal invite to our Jubilee Meetings...............

Dear Awana friends,

Last week Ken and I enjoyed several days visiting with friends in the Amish area of Indiana. Forty-five years
ago we were each in the other’s wedding party. We were all in the same youth group as teens and now we hav
grandchildren who are approaching their teens.

In the process of conversation they told us an amazing story of their daughter-in-law that we want to pass on t
all our friends who work in various Awana clubs.

Nicole grew up in a Buddhist family from Winnetka IL. One day when she was 11 years old, she was invited
to an Awana club by a friend from school. Not understanding what the club really was, her Buddhist parents
gave permission for her to attend. Nicole went with her friend that night and for the first time in her life she
heard about Jesus Christ. She learned that He was the way to heaven and she wanted to go there.

Nicole went home and told her parents what she had learned and they forbade her to ever go back to that club
again. And she never did. Only once did she ever attend an Awana club ... but that was enough to plant the

seed of the Gospel.

Years passed. Nicole went on through high school and into college and during her college years she ran across
some girls in the dorm who talked about Jesus Christ. Nicole listened from far off because she could never
forget the night when she was 11 and heard about Jesus in that Awana club. She always wanted to know more

During a summer break when she was still in college. her heart was searching with great life questions. She
wanted to know more about the person of Jesus Christ and how He was the way to heaven. She remembered
the church where she had attended that one and only Awana club meeting and went over to make an
appointment with the pastor. It was there, after many questions and several meetings; that Nicole put her faith
and trust for salvation in Christ Jesus.

She grew rapidly in her new faith and actually went to work for Inner City Impact (ICI), a Christian ministry
which has Awana clubs as part of their inner city program. It was through ICI that she met her future husband.
Matt was a Trinity Seminary student and after marriage they became an effective team, working together in a
youth and camping ministry. Matt and Nicole are now parents of three beautiful children and continue to serve
their Lord.

How many times do we as Awana workers have a visitor who comes for only one time to club? We may never
see them again ... but the seed of the Gospel has been planted. Dear friends, take heart ... your labor is not in

vain when God is in it!

There are 92 days in June, July and August ... may we use each day to in some way affect another life for Jesu
Christ and prepare ourselves to once again serve our Savior as an Awana worker when September comes again

Mike/Kav Hawkins (what a wonderful true storv to encourace our leaders with) Jer. 33:3 Great/Michtv Thinos




